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Christian Unity Which Already Exists 
The Place of “Stockholm” in the Mavement for 
Christian Unity 
W. Apams Brown 
(President of the Administrative Committee) 


At the recent meeting of the Council of the Life 
and Work Movement at Geneva, important action was 
taken reorganizing the work upon a simpler and more 
efficient basis, opening the way for closer cooperation 
with other forms of the oecumenical movement, notably 
the World Alliance for International Friendship through 
the Churches, and electing new officers to take the place 
of some of those who, after years of faithful and effec- 
tive service, have felt constrained to turn to other forms 
of work. 


This action, or rather series of actions, makes it 
appropriate to reconsider in a somewhat more compre- 
hensive way the ultimate aim of the Stockholm Move- 
ment in its relation to other or parallel forms of the 
movement for Christian unity. What exactly is it that 
we who are associated in this enterprise are trying to do? 


In the hope of initiating a discussion on this funda- 
mental theme, our President, the Bishop of Chichester, 
and |, as Chairman of the recently constituted Adminis- 
trative Committee, have been asked briefly to state our 
own conception of this aim. It is to be understood that 
m this each of us is speaking for himself alone, though 
I trust that what we shall say will be recognized by 
others as expressing purposes which they share. 


For myself, I would take my departure from the 
word “Life” which is the first of the two distinguishing 
words in our official title “Life and Work”. We believe 
-—~I am sure that I am speaking for all who took part in 
the great Conference at Stockholm—we believe that 
there exists in the world today a type of life witch we 
eall Christian which differs in recognizable was from 
other ways of living and we have banded ourselves to- 
gether to deepen our own appreciation of the fact, and 
by our actions, but still more by the spirit which we 
bring to the doing of them, to make its existence more 
apparent to the world. 


We take our departure, therefore, from Christian 
unity as an existing fact. In this we differ from other 
forms of the movement for Christian unity, notably that 
which is associated with the name of Lausanne. That, 
as its name indicates, is concerned primarily with phases 
of the Christian movement in which unity is not yet an 
accomplished fact, namely, faith and order, and it exists 
to explore the ways in which the present divisions in 


these fields can be overcome and a greater measure of 
Christian unity be attained. The aim of the Lausanne 
Movement is organic unity, using the word in its more 
limited sense of institutional unity. Its goal is a church 
with a faith everywhere accepted and a _ ministry 
universally recognized. 


We share, many of us, a sense of the importance 
and urgency of this aim. We are working many of us, 
to further it. But, as members of the Stockholm Move- 
ment, this is not our primary aim. We are concerned 
with the things in which Christians are already one, not 
with the things which still divide us; and we wish, first, 
to make our own consciousness of this unity more vivid 
and, secondly, to make its existence more apparent to 
others. 


Simple as it is, this aim opens the way to a program 
at once extensive and many-sided. It presents tasks for 
the mind as well as for the emotions and the will. These 
tasks we must explore together if our work is to be 
effective. 


There is, in the first place, a task for the mind. We 
believe that there is a Christian way of life which differs 
from other ways of living. We believe that there is a 
Christian way of approach to the problems which beset 
us, whether they be individual or social, that is different 
from other methods of approach. We believe that 
Christianity furnishes a dynamic for the doing of what 
needs to be done; whether in our own lives or in our 
wider relations as members of society, which differs 
from other dynamics. We wish to define that way of 
life, that approach, that dynamic, in its contrast to other 
ways, other approaches, other dynamics, that we may 
appropriate it more completely ourselves and commend 
it more persuasively to others. 


But thought is preparatory to action. What we see, 
we would do; first of all in the circles we can im- 
mediately influence, later on the wider stage of the world. 
We wish to find ways to express our existing unity in 
action, and that means that we wish to explore the 
possibilities of common worship, not in those regions 
which are controversial which “Lausanne” has chosen 
for its special province, but in the field where all Chris- 
tians agree common worship is practicable, but where, 
alas, so often it does not take place. We want to present 
to the world the spectacle of a church that in the pres- 
sence the international problems which baffle and 
perplex us is unitedly living the life of prayer. 


But prayer alone is not enough. Prayer that is effec- 
tive bears fruit in love, and love must express itself in 
service. This brings us to the second note struck at the 
grett Conference of Stockholm, the note of “Work.” 
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There are tasks to be accomplished by economic and 
financial means alone. There is a moral failure to be 
taken account of. The hearts of men must be changed. 
Self-love must be replaced by love of others and the 
will to possess by the will to share. 


There the Christian Church has its unique 
opportunity. On many of the questions which perplex 
the world today its members are honestly divided. On the 


spirit which is essential to their solution, they are at one. — 


But it is precisely the spirit that is lacking. Why do we not 
make greater progress in the things in which we are 
agreed (on matters like disarmament, the opium traffic, 
and so on)? Because of suspicion and fear. We could 
do what it is right to do, so we say, if only we could 
trust the others. It is fear, then, and suspicion that we 
must banish. And how can we banish them save by 
revealing across the chasm of race, and class, and 
nationality, the existence of one spirital community, 
bound together by faith and hope and love? 


Such a community the Christian Church aspires to 
be and such it is so far as it is true to its God-given 
mission. But we have not as yet found means of mani- 
festing through common action the measure of unity to 
which we have already attained. So in addition to our 
task of thought and of prayer and of action, we face 
in Stockholm a problem of organization. Leaving to 
“Lausanne” to define the conditions of ultimate reunion, 
we must find the form of organization now practicable 
through which the measure of unity to which we have 
attained in Christian Life and Work can find expression 
in appropriate forms of common action. 

Here surely is a program on which all Christians 
can unite. To promote this program by every means in 
our power is the task to which we invite all the friends 
of “Stockholm” to address themselves in the coming year. 

(Reprinted from Stockholm newsletter. ) 


Recent Actions of the Executive Committee 


Semi-annual meeting November 1-3, 1932; Ad Interim 
Committee December 19, 1932 and January 15, 1933. 


The semi-annual meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the National Christian Council was held in 
Shanghai November 1-3, 1932. It was attended by 
nineteen members of the committee and by eight mem- 
bers of the staff. 


Evangelism the Main Emphasis 

Two hours each morning were devoted to the study 
of the goal and methods of evangelism, under the 
leadership of Dr. Stanley Jones. These meetings were 
attended by about sixty invited guests, mostly from the 
mission offices of various Christian organizations in 
Shanghai. The subject of evangelism was the main one 
dealt with at this session of the executive tonimittee. 
In his presentation, Dr. Jones brought forward the 
following statement of the goal of evangelism which 
he had gleaned out of his experience in meetings :n India 


-and conferences in China: 


“The goal of evangelism is the production of Christ- 
like character and life in individuals and in society 
through moral and spiritual conversion; by faith in and 
fellowship with God through Jesus Christ, His Son, our 
Lord and Saviour; through the new divine Society, the 
Kingdom of God on earth ; and through becoming witness 


in word and life by the power of the Holy Spirit of 
this new life to others.” 


One full session of the committee was given to the 
further discussion of this subject with the Five Year 
Movement primarily in view. The committee had before 
it the Minutes of the meeting of the International Mis- 
sionary Council at Herrnhut, which decided to encour- 
age its constituency tuo undertake a fresh study of 
evangelism and to seek to bring together in different 
countries leaders of Christian thought in facing afresh 
the Christian message to people living in this sorely 
distracted world. 

The Council was deeply convinced of the urgent 
need of such study and welcomed the help which had 
come to its members at this Executive Committee meet- 
ing by the presence of Dr. Stanley Jones. It was unani- 
mously agreed that the Council should do anything 
within its power to encourage the earnest study of 
this subject and proposes to give it a central place in 
the Biennial Meeting in May, 1933. 


The N.C. C. and the 1.M.C. 


Report was made of the meeting of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council at Herrnhut last summer. 
China was represented at the meeting by Dr. C. L. Hsia 
and Mr. Lobenstine. The Council expressed its desire 
to cooperate with the 1.M.C. Department of Social and 
Industrial Research and Council at Geneva in the further 
study of the opium and narcotic d trafhe and in 
assisting the department in a = ge the cinema in 
relation to Christian missions at such time as the depart- 
ment is able to undertake such study. It welcomed the 
suggestion that one of the directors of the department 
visit the Far East. 


On the subject of cooperation, the N.C.C. expressed 
itself as in full agreement with the I. M.C. in believing 
that “we stand on the threshold of a new period in 
cooperation—a period in which the requirements, prin- 
ciples and spirit of missionary cooperation shall be con- 
sidered more thoroughly, seriously and sacrificially than 
ever.” The Council rejoices that the I.M.C. has instruct- 
ed its officers to regard “as one of the principal tasks 
claiming their attention during the next three years that 
of furthering, in collaboration with the N.C.C.’s, con- 
structive measures of cooperation on the part of boards, 
missions and churches occupying common fields and 
vitally concerned in common undertakings.” 


The Council, accordingly, decided to make the study 
of what further developments in cooperation are pos- 
sible between the Christian societies that are constituent 
members of the Council (including both missions and 
churches) one of its primary tasks during the coming 
months and to make this subject one of the major topics 
for consideration at the Biennial Meeting. It was fur- 
ther felt that the report of the Laymen’s Inquiry Com- 
mission, which has much to say upon the subject of 
cooperation, should form an important item in such 


study and discussion both before and at the Biennial 
Meeting. 


Religious Education and the W. S. S. A. 


The committee heard with satisfaction of the re- 
lationship established with the World Sunday School 
Association at the Rio Convention and recognized with 
gratitude the effective help that has already been given 


and is promised in the future on the part of the World 
Sunday School Association to the cause of Christian 
religious education in China. 

The committee learned with interest of the invita- 
tion of the National Committee on Christian Religious 
Education to Dr. Luther A. Weigle, Dean of Yale 
Divinity School, to visit China in the interest of religious 
education from January to August, 1935, and heartily 
endorsed this invitation of its standing committee. 


Committee on Christianizing Economic Relations 


This committee operates in two sections, one, a 
Shanghai committee, dealing with problems of indust 
under modern factory conditions; and the other with 
small scale industries in rural areas. There has been 
formed in Hopei, a North China Industrial Service 
Union through the cooperation of Yenching, Cheeloo, 
and Nankai universities, Oberlin College in Shansi, 
the North China School of Engineering Practice, and 
several other organizations. Mr. J. B. Tayler, loaned 
for the past two years by Yenching University, to serve 
as secretary of oy Committee on Christianizing Econ- 
omic Relations, is secretary of the union. Active ex- 
perimentation in small scale industries is progressing 
along two lines, namely, wool and iron. r. S. M. 
Dean, head of the North China School of Engineering 
Practice, is undertaking to reproduce in China certain 
machines still used for small scale woolen industries in 
Great Britian and is training workers to run the ma- 
chines. Through a special fund provided for the pur- 

, an expert in metallurgy is being brought out from 
England to study how to improve the present very 
crude methods in use in Shansi village smelters and 
small blast furnaces with a view to improving the farm 
implements used in the northwest. 

The N. C. C., from balances in a special fund of 
the Committee on Christianizing Economic Relations, is 
also making a small annual contribution to the North 
China Industrial Service Union. 

The Ad Interim Committee at its January meeting 
further approved of a grant for three years, to repre- 
sentatives of the Y Social Center, the S - 
hai branches of both the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. 
A. for the purpose of developing materials for-use in 
the education of workers in the factories. It is proposed 
to engage the services of a properly qualified person 
to work with Mr. Tsien, the head of the Yangtszepoo 
Social Center, and the industrial secretaries of the Y. 
. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. in developing and trying 
out such educational materials. The Council is partici- 
ch a local experiment under its standing 
Committee on Christianizing Economic Relations, inas- 
much as it is expected that the teaching materials thus 
developed will be useful in other cities as well. 


C. C. E. R. Secretary. 

The committee has thus far also failed to secure a 
secretary for the Committee on Christianizing Econ- 
omic Relations. Both the problem of finance and the 
task of finding a suitable person has led to this delay. 
In the mean time Mr. Tayler is continuing the work 
on which he has been primarily engaged during the past 
two years, namely the small scale industry in rural 
areas. He is connected with both Yenching and Nankai 
Colleges and serves as secretary of the N. C. I. S. U. 
The Council is also fortunate in having as chairman of 
the Shanghai Sub-Committee on Chritianizing Economic 
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Relations, which is dealing with workers’ education, 
Mr. D. Y. Tsien, the director of the Yangtszepoo Social 
Center connected with Shanghai University. Mr. Tsien 
is giving his full time to this work and is thus able 
to superintend the special projects toward the financing 
of which the National Christian Council is able to give 
some assistance. 


Mutual Aid Societies 


The N. C. C. has entered into an agreement with 
the College of Agriculture, University of Nanking, 
whereby the latter agrees to continue as an experiment 
for three years, beginning with November 1, 1932, the 
work started by the National Christian Council’s Flood 
Relief Committee in the use of part of its funds in the 
form of loans to farmers in the flooded areas under the 
agreement 
the Council turns over to the College of Agriculture a 
balance in hand of approximately $11,000 and the funds 
from outstanding loans as they are collected. The Col- 
lege of Agriculture undertakes to use these funds to 


‘promote rural cooperatives through church and mission 


agencies and will carry on this work in the areas flooded 
in 1931, wherever this is possible. The College is to 
submit yearly reports to the National Christian Council 
of the activities and ex itures in connection with this 
project and will keep in close touch with the Council’s 
rural secretary. 


North China Rural Service Union 


This union really serves as the Rural Committee of 
the National Christian Council. It has three branches, 
am in the three provinces of Hopei, Shantung and 

i. 

The Council has endorsed an appeal for financial 
assistance for a project to develop rural cooperatives in 
North China. e union is further seeking help in 
securing expert assistance in a more thorough-going 
study of ways in which a community-centered program 
along the general lines agreed to at the last Biennial 
Meeting can be carried out in the best way. 

Proposed Change in Constitution 

In order to make possible representation on the 
Council of church bodies with a community member- 
ship of less than one thousand members the following 
recommended change in the constitution is being sent 
for approval to the constituent bodies participating in 
the work of the Council: 

“Church bodies (denominations) with less than one 
thousand but more than five hundred communicant mem- 
bers may become affiliated with the National Christian 
Council on their request if approved by a two-thirds 
vote of the representatives in attendance at any meeting 
or may be admitted ta affiliation temporarily by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, the action to be confirmed by a later 
meeting of the Council. 

“Churches affiliated with the Council may participate 
in meetings of the Council by the attendance of a fratern- 
al delegate with the privileges of the floor, but without 
vote, at the of the affiliated church. Fraternal 
delegates shall be eligible to cooption as coopted dele- 
gates.” 

Laymen’s Inquiry Report 

The Council approved actions taken by the staff in 

endeavoring to secure promptly in China copies of the 
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full report of the Laymen’s Inquiry Commission and in 
making provision for the translation and publication of 
the report in Chinese, without the same becoming a 
financial charge upon the Council. The Council further 
took action recommending the thorough study of the 
report both because of the importance of the issues 
raised and because of their intimate bearing on the 
whole question of the correlation of Christian effort in 
China, which is one of the primary reasons for the 
existence of the National Christian Council. “Jn taking 
the above actions the Executive Committee wishes to 
make clear that its approval of these resolutions involves 
merely the recognition of the importance of the issues 
raised and is not to be regarded as an expression of 
opinion on the part of the Council of either the general 
positions taken in the report or the specific recommenda- 
tions contained in it. Such expression of opinion, if 
made, can come only after careful consideration of the 
report as a whole by the Council's constituency.” 


Finances 


The appeal printed in the last issue of the Bulletin 
for financial help to enable the Council to meet its obli- 
gations during the fiscal year, closing March 31, 1933, 
has brought a generous response from quite a number 
of the Council’s constituency. Already (January 20) 
the sum of $6,700 of the $12,000 in new grits required 
by the Council to meet its obligations has been received. 
This leaves still approximately $5,300 to be secured 
before the end of the fiscal year. 


Biennial Meeting 


The Biennial Meeting is to be held May 3-11 in 
buildings of the Southern Methodist Mission in Sung- 
xiang, twenty-cight miles from Shanghai on the Shang- 
hai-Hangchow railway. In addition to dealing with the 
reports of the Council’s standing committees, and the 
routine business of the Council, the main emphasis is 
to be placed at this meeting on the two subjects of ev- 
angelism and cooperation.. The nucleus of commissions 
on these two subjects was appointed at the January Ad 
Interim Committee meeting, all members of the Ad 
Interim Committee being appointed to serve on one or 
the other of these committees. In order that regular 
meetings of these commissions may be held regularly 
between now and the time of the biennial meeting, their 
membership will of necessity be largely made 
up of persons resident in East China. Individuals and 
groups in other parts of the country will be invited to 
cooperate with these commissions. 


Return of Mr. Rees after furlough 


Mr. Rees’ furlough falls due in the summer of 1933, 
at which time he will have completed three years of 
service with the Council. The Council is inviting Mr. 
Rees to return after furlough for a further period of 
service under the Council of three years or more. 


Secretary of Home Committee 


The Council has not as yet been able to fill the place 
left vacant by the resignation of Miss T. C. Kuan, who 
left China last summer for study in America; nor has 
it been able up to this time to secure a “loaned secretary” 
as successor to Miss Nina Stallings. Mrs. A. J. Fisher 
is giving part time service to the committee and the 
Christian Literature Society has agreed that Miss Li 
Kwan-fang of their staff, who is serving as chairman of 
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the Committee on Christianizing the Home, assist the 
committee both by preparing literature for use during 
the home week and also by attending several conferences 
which are being arranged by the Home Committee. 


Religious Education 


The Executive Board of the National Committée 
for Christian Religious Education in China (NCCRE) 
met recently in Shanghai (Nov. 30, Dec. 1, 2). We 
give a brief account of the more important matters dis- 
cussed for the benefit of our readers. 


World’s Sunday School Association 


Dr. C. S. Miao went to Rio, Brazil to attend the 
W. S. S. A. convention last July. He met with (and, 
we add, helped to create) a most friendly spirit towards 
China. The Executive Committee of the W. S. S. A. 
decided to recognize our N. C. C. R. E. as the agency 
in China with which they would cooperate. Consequently 
we are now recognized as one of the constituent units, 
and receive some financial support for the carrying on 
of the work here. 


Curriculum and ‘Materials 


Various groups of Chinese and foreign workers 
in different parts of the. country are cngaged in pro- 
ducing some fresh teaching materials for Sunday School 
and other types of work. Some of the booklets are 
being printed for experimental use and can be had from 
the Kwang Hsueh Publishing House, (K. H. P. H.) 
44 Peking Road, others are being published by the C. 
L. S., 19 Museum Road, Shanghai, from whom they can 
be ordered. A catalogue of Religious Education Books 
has recently been printed and can be had free on ap- 
plication to our office here. 


Groups already at work 


(a) Children. Primary Sunday School Books con- 
taining a year’s course (teachers’ books) are being pre- 
pared for all six age groups. The First and Second year 
books are printed and can be had from the K.1f.P.H. 
Miss Nowlin and Miss Gregg are in charge of this group. 


Two books on Junior Church Worship, one in 
Chinese and one in English, have been prepared by Mrs. 
Dorothy Barbour and are already published by the C. 
L. S. They contain suggestions on the principles of 
Worship for children and some specimen worship ser- 
vices. 

(b) Middle Schools. A Foochow group under the 
leadership of Prof. E.M. Stowe has been collecting data 
on student needs and problems. Anyone who would 
like to cooperate should write to Mr. Stowe at Fukien 
Christian University. Early in February a small con- 
ference of Middle Schoo! workers will be held in Shang- 
hai to plan for future developments. 

(c) Christian Universities. The Council of Higher 
Education of the C.C.E.A.A. is calling together represen- 
tatives of the universities in January. A _ special 
religious education group which met first in 1930 will 
also plan to develop its work. 

(d) City Youth. Those who have begun to tackle 
church-centered work for young men and women in cities 
are invited to get in touch with Dr. Y. S. Han, Dr. Miao 
or Mr. Recs at this office. 

(e) Rural Youth and Adults. Rev. Frank Price 
and his colleagues at Nanking Theological Seminary are 
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doing research work and also beginning to experiment 
with some new materials for rural people. It is hoped 
that the forthcoming Mass Education (Literacy and R. 
E.) Institute being arranged by the N.C.C. at Tinghsien 
next April will open up fresh lines of advance. 

(f) Inquirers. Some workers in the Wuhu Diocese 
are reexamining the curriculum for preparing people for 
church membership. Dr. Leger has also drawn up some 
suggestions for this purpose. Papers relating to this 
matter may be had on application to this office. 

(g) Parent Education. Some lessons for a three 
months course are being printed for experimental use in 
Sunday Schools and should be available at the K.H.P.H. 
in February. 


Teacher Training 

The three year program of Regional Institutes is 
being carried forward by the NCCRE with the coopera- 
tion of the Home Committee of the N. C. C. In the 
spring a team consisting of Dr. C. S. Miao, Miss Li 
Kwan-fang, Dr. 5. H. Leger and others will assist in 
such institutes at Foochow (Feb. 1 F , Amoy (March 
1-10) and Swatow (March 15-25). e central purpose 
is to study with local church leaders the whole program 
and curriculum of teacher training for city and rural 
churches. 

Those who are in training teachers for 
Sunday School, Home or other forms of church re- 
ligious education are invited to get in touch with 
S. H. Leger at this office. 

Dr. Luther A. Weigle has been invited to come to 
China for six months at the beginning of 1935. The 
main purpose of his visit will be to confer with us in the 
matter of training ministerial and lay workers for the 
work of the church. 

Finance 

The NCCRE is by the N. C. C. 
and by the C. C. E. A. The World’s Sunday School 
Association is now also sending contributions, but owing 
to financial depression in America less than half of 
what they hoped to send has actually been received this 
past year. The coming year is not likely to see much im- 
provement. In view of this and also to enable this work 
to become more self-supporting we are inviting contri- 
butions from friends in China. These should not be 
made at the expense of the general N. C. C. funds from 
which are paid the salary of the foreign secretary and 
all the expenses o1 rent and clerical service in connection 
with his office amounting to a total of over $12,000 per 
year. Similarly the C.C.E.A. pays the salary of the 
Chinese Exccutive Secretary, the foreign associate sec- 
retary and their office expenses, to a total of $7,500. 
This leaves $8,750 to be secured in China and abroad, 
for the Associate Chinese Secretary, promotional litera- 
ture, travel of secretaries and committees, and expenses 
of institutes, conferences and research groups. Gifts 
however small will be greatly appreciated in these dif- 
ficult times and may be sent to Mr. Rees at this office. 


Religious Education Fellowship 

The membership of this Fellowship is now over 400. 
Information is circulated from time to time, some local 
fellowships have been formed and members agree to 
pray for one another, especially on Saturdays. A special 


Bulletin on R. E. will be issued at the end of January. 


Those who wish to join can be nominated by members 
in the usual way. 
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Notes and Comments 


The many friends of Dr. David Z. T. Yui formerly 
chairman of the Council have been greatly disturbed 
in receiving through press despatches and personal 
cablegrams the news that while calling on Secretary 
of State Henry L. Stimson in Washington on the morn- 
ing of January 5 Dr. Yui suffered a slight cerebral 
hemorrhage. It will be recalled that Dr. Yui went to 
America in 1922 as one of two representatives sent by 
various people’s organizations in China to attend the 
Washington Conference. In spite of an illness which 
has incapacitated him for active work during the past 
year and a half, he yielded to the desires of some of 
these organizations and left again last September for 
a period of residence in America and of effort on be- 
half of a peaceful and just settlement of the present 
crisis in the Far East. While a prolonged period of 
rest and recuperation will be required, messages from 
Washington indicate that Dr. Yui has made a successful 
recovery from his attack and is steadily improving. 


Bureau of Information of Missionaries on Furlough 


The Conference of Missionary Societies in Great 
Britain and Ireland in conjunction with the Central Coun- 
cil of the Selly Oak Colleges, has established at Selly 
Oak a Bureau of Information for missionaries with 
regard to special training. The colleges are prepared 
to make provision for missionaries who, during their 
furlough, wish to commence or continue the study of 
some special subject; to pursue a course of directed 
reading ; to bring up to date by observation and interview 
their knowledge regarding developments in methods of 
education; to secure a certificate as a teacher; or to take 
special courses in such subjects as Social Anthropology, 
the Psychology of Primitive Peoples, the Comparative 
Study of Religions, Religious Education, Public Health, 
Industrial and Social Conditions, or Business Method. 


This Bureau has taken over work previously done 
in this connection by the Board of Study for the Pre- 
paration of Missionaries. Inquiries formerly sent to 
Edinburgh House should now be sent to the Information 
Bureau at Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham, England. 


Church History Deputation 


The International Missionary Council has issued a 
report of the deputation to the Orient to inquire into 
the provisions for the teaching of church history. The 
report extends to some 86 pages and covers inquiries in 
regard to the instruction now being given in church his- 
tory in China, India, Japan and other countries; the 
teachers engaged in such study, and the library equip- 
ment available in the theological schools of the different 
countries visited. Practically all the countries of Asia 
were visited by this deputation. 

They regard their report as a preliminary one and 
call attention to the need for further work along the 
lines of gathering and conserving source-material for the 
history of Christianity in the Orient through organized 
effort on the part of those interested. 


The National Children’s Festival, April 4, 1933 


The Government has designated April 4 as a day 
when the nation as a whole, throughout its schools 
and homes, should give special thought to the children. 
The day is being called the “Children’s Festival”. The 
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Home Committee at its last meeting decided to call 
the attention of the churches to this festival and to urge 
them to plan for appropriate celebrations on the day, 
both in the churches and in the Christian homes. The 
committee also recommended that the churches cele- 
brate “Children’s Day” on the Sunday preceding or 
following this festival. Programs, both for the Festival 
itself and for Children’s Day are being prepared by the 
National Child Welfare Association (at 20 Museum 
Road, Shanghai) and by the China Christian Educa- 
tional Association (23 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, 
Shanghai, and may be secured by writing to either of 
the above organizations or to the Home Committee. 


Children’s Day is not new to some of the churches 
in China. In many instances the second Sunday in 
June, the day observed in America, has been taken over 
and appropriately celebrated. It is the thought of the 
committee that now is the time for the Chinese Chris- 
tians to develop their own Children’s Day and to co- 
operate with the Government in promoting this national 
Children’s Festival. 


Reverend C. H. Stevens, of Fengsiang, Shensi, 
under date of December 22, says: 


“The year has again witnessed the failure both of 
the summer and autumn harvests; continued drought 
ae over a wide area. This has reduced a very 

rge part of the population to the point of destitution. 
Houses have been pulled down in great numbers simply 
to sell the wooden framework for a few cash wherewith 
to obtain either a little food to appease immediate hunver 
or for road expenses to enable them to migrate to other 


The situation is alarming as the drought is continuing 
nd one is fearful for the year’s wheat upon which next 
ear’s harvest depends. Large tracts of land could not 
sown owing to lack of seed. This is a recurring 
catastrophe which can probably only be remedied either 
by exceptional harvest from what has been sown or the 
coming of a quantity of grain coming in from outside.” 


\ me si where food is obtainable at much less cost. 


The Association Press has just published in Chinese 
in pamphlet form an address delivered by Reverend E. 
L. Allen, pastor of the Union Church in Kowloon, 
Hongkong, entitled “The Cross of China”. The address 
was given originally in Hongkong University. It under- 
takes to deal from the Christian Standpoint with the 
problem of military force, and is a strong exposition of 
the pacifist point of view. 

The price of the booklet, which contains 38 pages, 
is ten cents a copy, or seven cents a copy in quantities of 
one hundred or more. 


Word has just reached China by cable that Harper & 
Brothers are issuing a cheap paper edition of 
“Re-thinking Missions.” The Commercial Press 
is to act as general distributors for Harper & 


‘Brothers in China and is offering the book at $2.00 


Chinese currency. We are informed that an order for 
a thousand copies was cabled on February 3. Any who 
desire to place orders for the book should do so through 
Commercial Press either at their general office in Shang- 
hai or at branch offices. A limited number of the cloth 
edition are being sent to the N.C.C. and upon their re- 
ceipt may be procured for $10.00 each. 
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Home Week 


Reports from many places tell of various ways in 
which the Home Week materials were used last autumn. 
Many churches report a growing interest in the observ- 
ance of the week and in the carrying through the 
Mothers’ Clubs of successful programs. Some follow 
the general plan proposed for meetings, exhibits and 
demonstrations during the week. Some schools find 
the observance of Home Week an excellent way of 
making contact with the homes of students and of 
guiding as many as possible of the parents into home 
study groups. 

The Home Committee of the National Christian 
Council welcomes not only reports but also suggestions 
and criticisms from any who have been making use of 
the materails provided so that they may be improved 
and be made of larger use to a greater number. While 
it may not be possible in any one year to adopt all of 
the suggestions made, all are being noted as they come in 
and will guide the committee in the preparation of its 
materials. The committee is endeavoring to follow the 
suggestions made by a number of people and to have all of 
the material for home week ready by June so as to 
enable groups of pastors and other Christian workers 
when they gather during the summer in conferences 
and institutes to have this material at hand for study. 
The earlier preparation of the printed matter will also 
enable pastors and others to make their plans for its 
best use in their churches or throughout their districts. 


The theme chosen for 1933 is “The Place of the 
Child in the Home”. The program will be built around 
the following rights of the child :— 


1. The right of every child to good physical care. 

2. The right of every child to a happy childhood. 

3. The right of every child to spiritual and moral 

“traming. 

The committee is striving to make some of its 
publications simple enough to be readily made use of 
in the rural homes. It is also seeking to make it 
exceedingly practical and helpful. 

_ The material builds on the foundations laid during 
the past three years. Some of it is to be put into the 
hands of parents with a view to helping them through- 
out the entire year to make their homes more truly 
Christian. The committee is conscious that there are 
many places not yet ready for this second step and in 
which thus far no regular program for Christianizing 
the home has been carried on. For these places a selec- 
tion of the best material used during the past three 
years is being made. 


The printed matter for this year’s Home Week 
will contain suggestions for discussion groups of fathers 
who seek to approach the problems of the home from 
their own particular point of view and to enlist the 
help of their wives in building a truly Christian home. 


If you are planning for summer institutes it is not 
too early to place your order now for the new materials 
and to make definite plans for its discussion and study 
by those who will be responsible for promoting the 
Christianizing of the Home Movement in your com- 
munity. A truly Christian home is the best apologetic 
for Christianity. Will you not make the observation 
of this week a very vital part of your participation in 
the Five Year Movement? 
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